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Mark, the author of what you are about to study, was a close 
companion of Simon Peter, one of the twelve main disciples 
of Jesus. Mark had heard eye witness testimony from Peter 
about the things that Jesus said and did, and recorded 
it here. This account shows evidence of that firsthand 
perspective.

Most likely, Mark wrote his account of Jesus’ life for the 
Christians in Rome, who were predominately non-Jews. 
This means that most of Mark’s readers would have been 
unfamiliar with Jewish customs and geography...just like we 
are! You’ll notice that Mark inserts comments on occasion to 
explain things to them, and us.

Scroll down to see all of the pages. If you’d like to write in the answers, use the 
Download button below and then print it or fill in the answers directly on your 
computer. If you get stuck, post a comment and I’ll try to give you some help. 

Use whatever translation of the Bible you are most comfortable with. My 
favorites are the New Living Translation, the New International Version, and the 
English Standard Version. You can find them online at biblestudytools.com.  

1. Begin by reading Mark 1:1-11. Imagine you are a detective 
and list the facts that you are told just in Mark 1:2-3 about the 
“messenger”.

2. What things are you told about John in Mark 1:4-9?
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Are you ready to start an 
incredible journey through 
the book of Mark?! Be 
forewarned; it is hard to 
come into contact with 
Jesus, as you will in the 
pages of Mark, without 
being changed. Whether 
you work at this DIY 
Guide in small chunks 
over the course of a week 
or do it all at once, it 
will be exciting. God still 
speaks, if we are willing 
to listen.

DIY Guides will ask you 
three basic types of 
questions: what are 
the facts stated in the 
passage; what do those 
facts mean based on 
some investigative work 
you will do; and, finally, 
what are the implications 
for your life.

In the ancient world when 
you “knew” something 
it didn’t mean you could 
answer correctly on a 
test; it meant you acted 
on it. May the same be 
true for us today. So take 
a moment to pray that 
you will hear clearly what 
God is communicating 
through this section 
of Mark and that it will 
impact your life.

http://biblestudytools.com


3.  In Mark 1:5 what are you told about the people who are coming to 
John?

 

4. Read another account of this event in Luke 3:7-8. What were 
confessing their sins and being baptized supposed to indicate and 
what was supposed to happen as a result?

5.  The ESV Study Bible defines repentance as a change in a 
person’s attitude toward God that impacted one’s actions and life 
choices; it involved the idea of turning from one way of thinking and 
living to a different way. How might “repenting” be different from 
being sorry? 

6.  Mark1:1-11 began with quotes from ancient Israelite prophets. 
Read Isaiah 40:3-5 from which the majority of this quotation comes. 
In Isaiah the messenger is initially referred to as a voice that is 
calling, shouting or crying out, depending on your translation. 
According to Isaiah, who does the messenger say is coming? 

If you read 2 Kings 1:6-
8 and Zechariah 13:4, 
you will discover that 
ancient prophets wore 
distinctive clothes to 
indicate their job. This 
was important because 
no one had seen a 
picture of a famous 
person so they would 
recognize them. Here in 
Mark you’ll notice that 
John wore the same 
thing as the ancient 
prophets to show that 
he was a prophet with a 
message from God for 
the people. 

Roads were dirt and 
traveled not only by 
people but also by 
lots of animals that 
left “other things” 
behind. People wore 
open sandals, so their 
feet got filthy. Helping 
someone take off their 
sandals was considered 
a disgusting job that 
was the task of the 
lowest slave in the 
household. 

Judea was the province 
surrounding the city of 
Jerusalem. The closest 
point of the Jordan 
River to Jerusalem is 
about 20 miles. People 
in that time period did 
most of their traveling 
on foot, although 
occasionally they rode 
donkeys.



7. To get a little of the context of what is being said in Isaiah 40:3-5 
read all of Isaiah 40:1-11. Based on the facts given in these verses, 
what was the messenger’s job and why? What were those listening to 
the messenger supposed to do?

8. In Isaiah 40:1-11 there are two basic characters: the voice who 
is shouting/messenger and God. There are two basic characters in 
Mark 1:1-11, as well. Who are they?

9. Mark is telling us that Isaiah 40:1-11 is being fulfilled in the events 
he is describing. If so, which of the characters in Mark 1:1-11 is the 
voice/messenger and which is the approaching King?

10. Now that you understand the background better, go back to Mark 
1:1-11 and list the things you are told about Jesus in these verses. 
Also, since Mark is saying these events fulfilled Isaiah 40:1-11, list the 
things from there you learned about who Jesus is and what he came 
to do.
 

 

Mark’s quotation 
from the Old 
Testament actually 
is a combination of 
Malachi 3:1, as well 
as Isaiah. Rodney 
Cooper in the Holman 
New Testament 
Commentary believes 
Mark may have only 
mentioned Isaiah by 
name because he 
wanted to emphasize 
Isaiah’s message of the 
coming Messiah/King 
as a servant and source 
of salvation, as opposed 
to Malachi’s message of 
judgment.

In ancient times 
messengers shouted or 
cried out because there 
were no public address 
systems to announce 
their message or ways 
to mass print their 
message in order to 
distribute it. 

According to The New 
Manners and Customs 
of the Bible, ancient 
kings in that part of 
the world had people 
go before them as 
they traveled in order 
to prepare the road. 
Stones were removed 
from the dirt roads, 
rough patches were 
smoothed out and 
holes were filled. One 
monarch had mountains 
leveled and valleys filled 
in through a stretch of 
particularly rough terrain 
despite the enormous 
cost. In Mark 11:8-10 
the people prepared 
the road into Jerusalem 
for Jesus because they 
were welcoming him as 
the new king of Israel.
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Contact Us
If someone gave 

you this DIY Guide 
and you liked it, 
be sure to stop 

by the website for 
more Guides, as 
well as posts on 

other passages and 
much more.

11. If you read the sidebar on the previous page, you learned that the roads or “highways” 
that kings traveled were prepared in advance for them. With that idea in mind, what is being 
prepared in Mark 1:4-8 by John the Baptist and the people for the coming of Jesus? Is it a 
physical road? If not, what is it? 

12. It can be tempting to view Jesus as a role model, a moral teacher or a nice accessory to 
our already busy lives.  How does this passage combat that limited view of Jesus? If you need 
help, go back and reread Isaiah 40:1-11 from which Mark is quoting.

13. How would a bigger view of who Jesus is change your life in concrete ways?

If you would like to read some more thoughts on Mark 1:1-11, 
check out “Couldn’t we all use some good news? Mark 1:1-11.” 

http://understandingthebibleispossible.com
http://understandingthebibleispossible.com/couldnt-we-all-use-some-good-news-mark-1-1-11
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