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In Mark 1:1-11 we learned that Jesus fulfilled the prophecy 
in Isaiah 40:1-11 of God coming to his people as a king. In 
ancient times people would prepare the road over which a 
visiting monarch would travel. In the same way, John the 
Baptizer prepared people for the coming of Jesus by telling 
them to turn away from their lives of disobedience and turn 
to God in submission.  

We also saw that when John baptized people, they confessed 
their rebellion against God. However, when Jesus was 
baptized, instead of having something to confess, God 
himself announced from heaven that Jesus is his son, whom 
he loves and with whom he is well pleased.
  

Now you’ll find out what happened next! If you haven’t done 
the DIY Guide for Mark 1:1-11, you can do it first or jump in 
here to see what a great King Jesus is!

1. Let’s start by getting the context for this passage. Read Mark 
1:9-11. Aside from a voice speaking from heaven when Jesus is 
baptized, what else happened?

2. Read Isaiah 11:1-5, which is poetry describing the future king 
who would come from the line of King David. (Jesse, who is 
mentioned in the passage, was David’s father.) What qualities 
will the Spirit give this king? What other things will this king do 
because the Spirit is empowering him?

 

DIY Guide for Mark 1:12-15 by Donna Jarjour            understandingthebibleispossible.com

Scroll down to see all 
the pages or hit the 
“Download” button to print 
this DIY Guide. 

If you get stuck, post a 
comment, and I’ll try to 
give you some help. 

Use whatever translation 
of the Bible you are most 
comfortable with. My 
favorites are the New 
Living Translation, the 
New International Version, 
and the English Standard 
Version. You can access 
them for free at places like 
biblestudytools.com.

DIY Guides will ask you 
three basic types of 
questions: What are 
the facts stated in the 
passage?, What do those 
facts mean based on 
some investigative work 
you will do?, and, finally, 
What are the implications 
for your life?

Whether you work at this 
DIY Guide in small chunks 
over the course of a week 
or do it all at once, it 
will be exciting. God still 
speaks, if we are willing to 
listen.

http://understandingthebibleispossible.com/diy-guide-mark-1-1-11/
http://biblestudytools.com


3. Read Isaiah 61:1-2 in which the Servant/Envoy of the Lord is 
speaking. (Jesus explained that the coming King and the Servant of 
the Lord were the same person.) List the things that Isaiah 61:1-2 
says the Spirit will equip this person to do.

 

4. Read Luke 4:14-21. Jesus is reading from Isaiah, just like you did.  
After he finishes reading, what does he say?

5. Jesus’ words mean that they have just seen the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. What, therefore, is he claiming about himself? 
Not sure? Think about who is speaking in Isaiah 61:1-2 and who is 
speaking in the synagogue in Nazareth.

6. If Jesus is all of the things in Isaiah 11:1-5 and 61:1-2, how does 
that change your view of him?

7. With this context in mind, let’s get back to the book of Mark. Read 
Mark 1:12-13. What is the first thing the Spirit does in Jesus’ life?

8. The combat between Satan and Jesus doesn’t end after Jesus’ 
time in the wilderness; Mark’s account shows the battle is ongoing. 
To get a better idea of what this combat entailed read Luke 4:1-13. 
What things does Satan tempt Jesus to do? 

9. How does Jesus deal with the temptations?

Before Jesus came, the 
Holy Spirit was given to 
a few people to equip 
them for specific tasks. 
After Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, the Holy 
Spirit was given to all 
of his followers just as 
God promised in Joel 
2:28-29 (Acts 2:1-39). 

“Messiah” is a Hebrew 
word that literally 
means “anointed one.” 
“Christ” is the Greek 
word for “anointed one.” 

At that time in Israel 
there were predators 
living in the wilderness 
areas, including lions 
and bears. 

“Satan” means 
“adversary” or 
“accuser.” The Bible 
says he was created by 
God but led a rebellion 
against God. He still 
has to submit to God’s 
authority, however. He 
is permitted temporary 
leeway but only until 
God has rescued all his 
people. Then Jesus will 
return to eliminate all 
evil, including Satan. 

If you look closely, 
you might notice that 
your Bible has a tiny 
footnote after the word 
“tempted” in Mark 1:13. 
If you check it out at 
the bottom of the page, 
you’ll discover that the 
Greek word can mean 
either “tempted” or 
“tested.” 



10. After God freed the Israelites from Egyptian slavery more than a 
1,000 years before the events recorded in Mark, the Israelites refused 
to do what God commanded (Numbers 13-14), so he had them spend 
40 years in the wilderness. According to Deuteronomy 8:2-5, why did 
God have them spend that time in the wilderness? 

11. Jesus spends 40 days instead of 40 years in the wilderness, but 
how was his time there similar to what the Israelites experienced? Be 
sure to read the last note in the sidebar on the previous page for a 
clue. Hebrews 4:15 and 5:8 (also about Jesus) have clues as well.

 

12. Read Mark 1:14-15. What is the Good News of God according to 
these verses? (“Gospel” literally means “good news.”)

13. What does Jesus command the people to do in light of the 
coming of God’s kingdom, according to Mark 1:14-15?

14. Why is it necessary for people to do these things now that the 
king has come? Not sure? Think about what would happen if a 
powerful human king showed up among his subjects and they didn’t 
submit to him or believe it was even him. What would he probably 
do? What would they miss out on? Also, you might get some help by 
reading the last note in the sidebar to the left.

The Israelites were 
called God’s “son” 
(Ex 4:22) and God 
expected them to 
obey him and be loyal 
to him. However, 
the Old Testament 
shows their repeated 
failures. Jesus, God’s 
son, repeats their 
experiences in many 
ways (e.g., Matt 2:13-
15) and does what they 
could not do: perfectly 
submit his whole life to 
his father.

John the Baptizer was 
put in prison by Herod. 
You can read about it in 
Mark 6:17-29.

The NIV Study Bible 
says: “The ‘kingdom 
of heaven/God’ in the 
preaching of Jesus...
is the reign of God that 
he brings about through 
Jesus Christ— i.e., the 
establishment of God’s 
rule in the hearts and 
lives of his people, 
the overcoming of all 
the forces of evil, the 
removal from the world 
of all the consequences 
of sin— including death 
and all that diminishes 
life— and the creation 
of a new order of 
righteousness and 
peace.”

The kingdom is near 
because the King is 
standing there with 
them. 

The ESV Study Bible 
defines repentance as 
a change in a person’s 
attitude toward God 
that impacted one’s 
actions and life choices; 
it involved the idea of 
turning from one way of 
thinking and living to a 
different way.
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more Guides, as 
well as posts on 

other passages and 
much more.

15. In what ways is the coming of the kingdom of God good news for Jesus’ listeners? Be sure 
to read the description of the kingdom of God in the sidebar on the previous page. 

16. In what ways is it good news for you?

17. “Belief” in the ancient world was not merely knowing information and being able to answer 
questions correctly on a test, “belief” was knowing something with such confidence that you 
reordered your whole life based on it.  If you look closely at your life, how have you not really 
“believed” the Good News?

18. If repentance means turning away from living life in disobedience to God and instead living 
your life in submission to him, how do you still need to repent? In other words, are there areas 
of your life over which you still want to be in charge rather than letting God be in charge?

If you’d like a few more insights into this passage, check out A swimming Lesson: Mark 
1:12-15 at understandingthebibleispossible.com.

http://understandingthebibleispossible.com
http://understandingthebibleispossible.com/a-swimming-lesson-mark-1-12-15
http://understandingthebibleispossible.com/a-swimming-lesson-mark-1-12-15
http://understandingthebibleispossible.com
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